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Back to School
by Thomas Kuklinski

OIC, Part Time Assistant
Graduate Institute of Religious Studies, Master's Program

Back to School

There are lots of different ways to count the years as they go by. Here in Taiwan,
we have a few different new years: the new school year in August, the new
calendar year in January, the Lunar New Year in January or February, and even
the various new year celebrations of the Taiwanese Indigenous Peoples in July
and August.

Of these new years, the new school year is a bit of an outlier. The other new
years are celebrations — celebrations of the harvest, the return of the sun, the
start of spring. But the new school year is a return to work. Students don’t get
money or presents, but new school supplies. For those of us working at NCCU,

the new school year adds even more onto your plate. Preparations for the

first day of classes are more intense than preparations for a holiday, and

unfortunately not nearly as fun.

New students are always the most excited for a new school year. They bring
some much needed curiosity and vigor to our campus. For those of us who
have been at NCCU for a while, let’s learn from our new students and bring that
energy and excitement into our work, too. A new school year can be something

to celebrate after all.
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/indigenous
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/outlier
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/harvest
https://www.teachmint.com/glossary/s/school-supplies/#:~:text=School%20supplies%20are%20all%20the,course%20of%20an%20academic%20year.
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/zht/%E8%A9%9E%E5%85%B8/%E8%8B%B1%E8%AA%9E-%E6%BC%A2%E8%AA%9E-%E7%B9%81%E9%AB%94/have-on-plate
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/intense
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/unfortunately
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/curiosity
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vigor
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/indigenous
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/outlier
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/harvest
https://www.teachmint.com/glossary/s/school-supplies/#:~:text=School%20supplies%20are%20all%20the,course%20of%20an%20academic%20year.
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/zht/%E8%A9%9E%E5%85%B8/%E8%8B%B1%E8%AA%9E-%E6%BC%A2%E8%AA%9E-%E7%B9%81%E9%AB%94/have-on-plate
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/intense
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/unfortunately
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/zht/%E8%A9%9E%E5%85%B8/%E6%BC%A2%E8%AA%9E-%E7%B9%81%E9%AB%94-%E8%8B%B1%E8%AA%9E/%E4%B8%8D%E5%B9%B8
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/curiosity
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vigor

